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A ſhort Account of FOHN BURT the Soldier, who 


was executed with Page, for breaking into the Dwelling- 
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PREFACE: 


O better Proof need be required of 
N the Excellency of our Laws, than 

that they are a conſtant Curb and 

Reſtraint on the unruly Paſſions of 
wicked Men. Tis by them the Community 
is preſerved from being deſtroyed by its cor- 
rupt and vicious Members. It is a vulgar, 
but true Saying, That were there no Laws 
there would be no Living: For ſo baſe and de- 
generate is the Nature of Mankind in general, 
that were Men under no Reſtraint from the 
Dread of Puniſhment, they would, like wild 
Beaſts in a Foreſt, prey upon one another ; 
the Weak would be torn to pieces by the 
Strong; the Oppreſſor would have his full 
Swing in gratifying his Luſt of Power; 
Murders, Rapine, and univerſal Confuſion 
would ſoon overſpread the Land; all Order 
would be loſt, and the World reverted, in 
a moral Senſe, to its original Chaos. That 
theſe Aſſertions are not mere Chimeras, will 
appear to any one who takes a Survey of the 
Manners, Tempers, Diſpoſitions and Practices 
of the Age we live in, eſpecially of Men in 
Power, elevated with the Infolence of 
Wealth, How few among either of theſe 
do we find, that can bare looking on their 
Jafcriors but as their Slaves and Vaſſals, and 
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a ſort of Beings that were created only for their 
Uſe and Profit? Have we not even at this Time, 
a glaring Inſtance of thoſe profligate Princi- 
ples that govern the Generality of Mankind? 
For, to what other Cauſe can we impute 
thoſe Combinations which the Opulent and 
Avaricious have of late entered into to diſtreſs 
their Country and ſtarve the Poor? Tho 
perhaps this Kingdom was never more enrich- 
ed, than at this Juncture, either with Corn 
or Cattle, yet where 1s the Man living who 
can remember when the People felt the Want 
of both more ſenfibly than they now do? Can 
this Want be aſcribed to any other Cauſe than 
the Avarice of Monopolizers and Engroflers ? 
This is a plain Proof that Religion has loſt 
its Influence, and the Laws their Efficacy; q 
the Conſideration of the firſt, as it regards 
Futurity, they put off to a long Day, and if 
they can but find Means to evade the laſt, 
their preſent enormous Gains are a ſufficient 
Compenſation for the Wound in their Conſci- 
ences, for which they - eafily find a Salve 
to ſkin it over. Thus Violence and Oppreſſion 
reign thro' the Land, notwithſtanding the 
many wholeſome Laws, enacted for the Pro- 
tection of our Perſons, and Properties; by 
ſome they are evaded and rendered of no 
Effet, and by others contemned and broke 
through without any other Fear than that of 
the Gallows, nor can even that reſtrain ſome. 
But notwithſtanding this deplorable Dege- 
neracy of the Age, ſtill we have one Comfort 
left, namely, in the e pe and 
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Vigilance of our Judges and Magiſtrates, who 
never ſpare the Offender out of Regard to his 
Wealth or Dignity; and are very careful to 
defend the Poor and Oppreſſed againſt the 
Violence and Malice of cruel and unjuſt Men, 
when ſuch Caſes are laid properly before 
them. 
And here, as ſo fair an Opportunity offers, 
I ſhould think myſelf wanting in that Duty 
which I owe my Country, if I did not pay my 
Reſpects to that worthy Gentleman, that 
zealous Reformer, and diſintereſted Patriot, 
who ſo vigorouſly gives Activity to the Laws, 
in that Sphere which he ſo eminently il. 
luſtrates. I know the Reader is before-hand 
with me, and already has Mr. Fielding in his 
Thoughts : For, if we conſider him only as 
a Magiſtrate, who can enough admire his 
Vigilance and unwearied Aſſiduity in bringing 
Offenders to Juſtice, his Penetration in deve- 
loping their complicated Schemes of Iniquity, 
or his Sagacity in tracing out Truth thro” the 
intricate Meanders of the moſt artful Cone 
trivances invented to baffle or eſcape Juſtice ? 
No Magiſtrate ever exerciſed his Authority to 
better Purpoſes than he has done as is evi- 
dent from the viſible Reformation among tha 
Publicans, who no longer dare to harbour or 
encourage the Profligates of either Sex in their. 
Houſes. If we contemplate him as a Patriot, 
how warmly do we ſee him devote his Time 
and Talents to the Service of his King and 
Country ; in which he can have no perſonal 
Intereſt, but what every benevolent Man re- 
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ceives from the Conſciouſneſs of doing all the 
Sood in his Power to his Fellow Subjects: 
Of which Kind is the Marine Society, a. 
Scheme he took the moſt indefatigable Pains 
to bring to Maturity, and which will remain 
a Monument to his Honour to lateſt Poſterity. 
And the Plan he has lately publiſhed for the 
Recovery of penitent Proſtitutes from their 
miſerable Condition, is ſuch a Proof of his 
Tenderneſs and Humanity, as demands a 
Tribute of Thanks from the moſt rigidly Vir- 
tuous, who, ſurely, would rejoice to ſee theſe 
poor abandon'd Creatures, many of whom are 
vicious, more from Neceflity than Inclination, 
recoyer'd to the Paths of Virtue, and pro- 
vided for in a Manner the moſt agreeable to 
their own Wiſhes. But as Mr. Fielding's 
daily Practice is a conſtant Encomium on the 
Goodneſs of his Heart, I ſhall dwell no lon- 
ger on a Subject, with which the Public is 
already ſo well acquainted,  _ 198181 
It will no doubt be expected we ſhould ſay 
ſomething with regard to the Authenticity of 
the Facts, which furniſh out this Narrative, 
and declare from whence we had our Materials. 
All we are at Liberty to ſay upon this Head 
is, that our Authority is unqueſtionable; and as 
to the Naming our Authors, as it can only 
ſerve to gtatify a uſeleſs Curioſity, ſo we do 
aſſure the Reader, we have abundant Reaſon 
to rely on their Veracity in the Information 
they have given us. Beſides, the Facts here 
related were notorouſly known at the Time 
when they were committed, and muſt be {till 
_ cecent, 
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tecent in the Memory of many Gentlemen 


now living, ſince the Robberies which are 
of the oldeſt Date, do not exceed twelve years, 

and ſome of the moſt notorious of them perpe- 
trated but a few Years ſince ; but the principal 
Actor in them, tho' greatly ſuſpected, and could 
not be certainly known,had long the good For- 
tune to eſcape with Impunity ; but his Crimes 
were ſo numerous and audacious, that it was 
eaſy to foreſee, he would, ſooner or later, 

feel the Gripe of the Iron Hands of Juſtice; 
So that our Book conſiſts only of Collections 
of ſuch. Materials as the Public already know 


to be true, and we have only pointed out the 


real Perpetrators of the Facts therein menti- 
oned, aſſigned their ſeveral Dates, and related 
various Circumſtances relative thereto not 
publickly known before. 

In the Life and Fortune of this daring Ad- 
venturer, we may trace the Cauſe that engaged 
him in a Series.of Exploits that render'd him 


obnoxious to the Laws, dangerous to Society, 


and the Author of his own Ruin, His Edu- 
cation indeed was mean ; but to make Amends 
for that Defect, he had a lively and ative 
Spirit, which made him aſpire to Things above 
the Sphere of his Condition, A Livery was, in 


his Opinion, no better than a Badge of Slavery. 


Now had this Man been ſo fortunate as to 
have been born to an Eſtate, or his Friends 


been able to give him an Education ſuited to 
His Genius, he would, in all Probability, bave 


appear'd to great Advantage in any ſuperior 


Rank of Life, His S ſeemed equal to 


the 
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the moſt arduous Attainments in Learning, 
and no Doubt he would have appear'd with 
diſtinguiſhed Eminence either in the Pulpit or 
at the Bar; tho', in my Opinion, he was beſt 


qualified for the Army, His natural Fire and 


Impetuoſity wou'd bave ſpurr'd him on to the 
braveſt Exploits, while his Prudence, which 
he diſcover'd on ſeveral Emergencies, wou'd 
have reſtrain'd him from Raſhneſs, or too 
ſeems a Precipitancy, where there was no 
roſpect of Succels, 8 
Thus he, who might have done good Ser- 
vice to his King, and been an Honour to his 
Country, had his Talents been properly di- 
rected, by taking a wrong Biaſs became the 
Bane of Society, a Diſgrace to his Country, and 


the Author of his own Deſtruction: Of ſuch 


vaſt Moment it is to the future Proſperity of a 

Man's Life, that the firſt Occupation he is 
put to in his Youth, and which is deſign'd 
for the Employment of his riper Vears, be 
ſuited to his Genius and the natural Turn of his 
Faculties; the Neglect of which has been the 
Ruin of many a promiſing Vouth, brought 
Shame and Diſhonour on reputable Families, 
and broke the Hearts of many tender Parents, 


who, had they ſtudied the Tempers of their 


Children at firſt, might have laid in a Stock 
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OF THE LIFE OF 


WILLIAM Pact, otherwiſe GAE, 


otherwiſe WiLLiaus, &c. 


HE Lives of Highwaymen, Street- 
Robbers, and Plunderers of the Pub- 
lic, may be of great Uſe, in many 


Reſpects, to the Honeſt and Well- 
meaning Part of Mankind. Perſons 


| who have loſt their Goods, they knew not how, 


and have wrongfully ſuſpected thoſe who never had 


injur'd them, have been agreeably undeceived by 


the Confeſſions of Criminals after their Condemna- 


tion. By this Means likewiſe the various Schemes 


and wicked Inventions of Villains to trapan, de- 
ceive, and ruin thoſe who think themſelves and their 


Properties ſufficiently protected by the Laws of 
their Country, are detected and expoſed, and 


thereby others caution'd to be more on their Guard, 
The Hiſtory of ſuch Profligatcs likewiſe informs 
B us 
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us of the Motives and Inducements by which they 
were at firſt prevail'd upon to deviate from the 
Paths of Virtue and honeſt Induſtry, to live on the 
Plunder of their Fellow-Subje&ts, and from being 
uſeful Members of the Community, are the Peſt 
and Scandal of their Country, and the Families to 


which they belong; which affords good Inſtruction 


to young People to beware how they fall into thoſe 


Snares which they have ended in the Ignominy 


and utter Ruin of many a promiſing Youth. Thus 
the Examples of theſe Wretches, fo miſchievous 


in their Lives, may become of great Utility to thoſe - 


who ſurvive them, who are liable to the ſame 
Temptations that they were, and which they will 
find themſelves as little able to reſiſt, without a due 
Conſideration of the terrible Conſequences of their 
Compliance thus ſet before their Eyes: And this 
Uſe, we hope, will be made of the following Example 
of this notorious Offender. 

William Page, otherwiſe Gage, otherwiſe Wil- 
hams (for theſe and other Names he went by as beſt 


ſuited his Purpoſe, or the Places where he happen d 


to be) was born at Hampton in Middleſex,of honeſt 
and induſtrious Parents. His Father was a Barge- 
man to a Coal-Merchant in that Town, and was 
drowned in the Great Froſt 1740, ſome- where 
above Putney Bridge. After the Death of his 


Father, his Mother, who was a very notable in- 


duſtrious Woman, in order to ſupport herſelf, took 


to diſtilling Simple Waters, in which ſhe was greatly 


encouraged by the Gentry and others, both in 
Town and Country, who ſeeing her Care and Dili- 


gence, and Willingneſs to keep herſelf from be- 


coming a Burden to the Pariſh, were all her Friends 

and ready to aſſiſt her. She is ſtill living and fol- 

lows the fame Employment at the ſame Town. 
William, 
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Filliam, their only Son, was put to the Charity 
School, which was ſupported by Subſcriptions of 


the principal Inhabitants of Hampton, where he 


learnt to read and write, and was taught the com- 
mon Rules of Arithmetick. 

After he was tolerably qualified at School, he 
went to draw Beer at the Bell Alehouſe in that 
Town. But being of a roving Diſpoſition, he did 
not ſtay long there, but went to one Mr, Mac- 
kenzie, an Apothecary in the fame Town, as his 
Errand Boy, and behav'd pretty well in both theſe 
Places. 

After which he went upon Liking to Mr. Wood- 
Val, a Printer, who then liv'd in Little Britain; 
but that Buſineſs being too great a Confinement for 
his rambling Temper, he left it, and hired him- 
ſelf a Foot-Boy to Mr. Dalrymple, at the Scots 
Holland Warehouſe in London. Neither here did 
he continue long, but went, as a Footman, into 
the Service of Mr. Hodges in Lincolns-Tnn-fields. 
But his Behaviour not being agreeable to his Maſter's 
Liking, he was ſoon after diſcharged. 

After this he was for ſome Time our of Place ; 
but at laſt was hired as a Porter to a Gentleman in 
Cork- Street, near Burlington Gardens, | 

Some Time after that, he was a Footman to 
one Mr. Maccartney in Arglye Buildings. But 


being ſoon tired of his Place, he next hired him- 


ſelf as a Servant in Livery to the Earl of Glencairn, 
and went down with his Lordſhip into Scotland. 


But neither the Country nor the People being 


agreeable to his untoward Diſpoſition, he left his 
Lordſhip's Service, went to Edinburgh, bought a 


Horſe, and came to London, and hired himſelf as 


a Valet to Captain Faſper, whom he afterwards 
robbed on Hounſlow Heath, of which we ſhall 


ſoon have Occaſion to ſpeak more at large. 
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He lived in ſeveral other Places in Quality of a 
Footman, but in none of them long; for he was 
of ſo proud and haughty a Spirit, that he could not 
patiently ſubmit to the Orders of his Superiors, 
nor behave himſelf with common Decency to thoſe 
of his Equals and Fellow Servants. Thus he con- 
ſtantly loſt his Friends and Patrons as ſoon as he 
had got them, and was daily adding to the Num- 
ber of his Enemies. 

Being by ſuch Means as theſe extremely reduced 
in his Circumſtances, without Money, without 
Friends, and without Character, he could think 
of no better Method of ſupplying his Wants, and 
freeing himſelf from a ſervile Dependency, than by 
turning Collector on the Highway. This he 
imagin*d wouid not only take off that Badge 
of Slavery, a Livery, which he had always worn 
with Regret, but ſet him on a Level with Gentle- 
men, a Figure he was ever ambitious of making, 
tho? hitherto it had been out of his Power. 

But this was an Affair of too great Importance 
to be raſhly undertaken; and therefore he = nga 
conſider'd the Hazards he muſt neceſſarily e 
counter, and his own Firmneſs and Reſolution S 
face any Danger he ſhould meet with, Tis true, 
he was conſcious that he had Courage enough, and 
that he would not be intimidated by the Oppoſition 
which any one Man could make againſt him. But 
then, on the other Hand, he was equally ſenſible, 
that Courage was no Defence againſt the Chance 
Stroke of a Bullet; that even a cowardly Miſer, 

made deſperate by the Danger his Money was in, 
might give him an unlucky and unexpected Foil; 
and, laſtly, that few of the Profeſſion, tho* they have 
eſcap'd a thouſand Dangers from Sword and Piſtol, 
yet, in the long Run, ſeldom eſcap'd the Gallows. 
But to theſe powerful Arguments. to induce him 
to keep himſelf out of Harm's Way, and fleep 
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in a whole Skin, he oppoſed that of his preſent 
Diſtreſs, which he could ſee no other Way to ex- 
tricate himſelf from, but this deſperate Method 
he had now under Conſideration; which at length 
prevailed, and he purſued, He was then about 
Twenty-one Years of Age. 

Being: thus reſolved, his firſt Care was to pro- 
vide himſelf with a Brace of Piſtols. It was not 
long before he heard of a Gentleman's Servant 
who had a Pair to diſpoſe of, Accordingly he 
went to him, pretending a Friend of his had de- 
fired him to look out for a Set, and to purchaſe 
them if worth his Money. The Servant produ- 
ced the Piſtols, and Page ſeemed to like them, 
and deſired he might have *em to ſhew them to the 
Gentleman for his Approbation. 

Being now furniſhed with proper Arms, he im- 
mediately hires a Horſe, and turns out upon the 
Highgate Road, and robbed the Highgate Coach, 
taking from the Paſſengers about 47. He then 
went and paid for the Piſtols ; and from that Time 
commenced Highwayman, and daily committed 
Robbenes, ſome near this Metropolis, and others 
at a Diſtance in the Country; the moſt material 
of which we ſhall give an Account of, for it is 
impoſſible to relate all he committed in the Courſe 
of about twelve Years, during which he reigned, 
as it were, Maſter of the Road, though in fre- 
quent Perils, often hotly purſued, with many a 
narrow Eſcape, and yet was only once tried (about 


five Years ago) at Hertford Aſſizes, bur for Want 


of ſufficient Evidence, was acquitted, though 
really guilty ; till Fortune, weary of protecting him 
any longer in his Rogueries, gave him up to the 


Juſtice of his Country, + 
The firſt remarkable Robbery which Page com- 
mitted (after ſeveral others of leſs Account) was 


that 
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that of his former Maſter, Captain Jaſper, on 
Hounſflow-Heath, As the Captain with a Lady was 
paſſing over the Heath in a Chaiſe, Page comes 
up to the Poſtillion and bid him ſtop, and then or- 
dered the Captain to deliver: The Captain ſaid, 

That may be Sir, but not yet ; and pulling out a 
Piſtol fired at him, but unhappily ſhot the Poſtil- 
lion in the Back, and wounded him very much: 
Which Page obſerving, ſaid, Conſider, Sir, what 
a roſh Action you have been guilty of ; you have 
killed this poor Fellow, which I would not have 
done for the World. And now, Sir, as before J 
required you to deliver, ſo now I repeat my Orders, 
and if you reſuſe any longer to comply, I will actu- 
ally fire upon you. Upon which the Captain ſnapt 
his ſecond Piſtol at him, but it did not go off. 
Page then ſwore he would ſhoot the Lady, as ima- 
gining that would terrify him more than the Fear 


of his own Life. The Captain, however, to 


ſcreen the Lady from the Danger, though at the 
Hazard of his own Perſon, very gallantly placed 
himſelf in her Lap. Then Page ſwore he would 
ſhoot him, if he did not inſtantly deliver his Mo- 


ney, and would be as good as his Word. The 
Captain then jumpt out of the Chaiſe, and Page 


fired at him, but in ſuch a Manner as to miſs him, 
for he had no Deſign to hurt him, unleſs he ſhould 


be forced to it in Defence of his own Life. Upon 


which the Captain ſnapt his the ſecond Time, but 


without Fire. Page then ſaid, You muſt nom ſur- 


render, or I abſolutely will ſhoot you. The Cap- 
tain ſeeing himſelf in his Power, and without 
Means to help himſelf, thought proper to give him 


his Gold Watch, and ten or eleven Guineas in 


Money. Page then demanded his Sword. The 
Captain anſwered, You may ſee by my Cockade I am 


au 9 and 1 would ſooner part with my Life 


and 
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and Soul than with my Sword. Page reply'd, I 


think myſelf the braveſt Fellow that ever croſſed 
theſe Plains, but thou art an obſtinate Fellow, and 


_ ſo go about your Buſineſs. 


Some Time after he robbed the Hon. Taylor 
White, the Welch Judge, as he was going upon 
his Circuit into Wales, and took from him his Gold 
Watch, and fome Money. Many other Rob- 
beries he committed about the ſame Time, and 
was frequently fo cloſely purſued, that it was with 
the utmoſt Difficulty he made his Eſcape. 

Here it may not be improper to introduce his 
Marriage. But one would think, that a Man en- 
gaged in his Courſe of Life, who had no certain 
abiding Place, without Home or Habitation, had 
but little Occaſion for a Wife; or, that any Wo- 


man of a ſober Character would join Hands with 


ſuch a profligate Rover. Yet, ſtrange as it may 
ſeem, Page, about ten or eleven Years ago, made 
his Addreſſes to a young Woman of Hampton 


Town, of a modeſt and virtuous Life and Conver- 


ſation, and at length prevailed upon her to accept 
him for a Husband, and has had ſeveral Children 
by him. She certainly deſerved a much better For- 
tune; for ſhe was ſober, honeſt, induſtrious, and 
was ſo far from partaking of her Husband's Crimes, 
that ſhe often warned him of the Danger he run 
of a ſhameful and untimely Death, and begg'd 
him to deſiſt from thoſe pernicious Courſes, which 
in the End muſt inevitably prove his Ruin, But 
all her Prayers and Entreaties were in vain ; ill 
Habits had got too ſtrong a Poſſeſſion” of him, 
to ſuffer a Woman's Advice to make any Impreſ- 
fon on his Mind. 

About eight or nine Years ago, . with 
his Companion (for he had now got one) being on, 
the North Road beyond Barnet, looking out for 
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their Prey, happened to meet with my Lord 
Downe in a Poſt-Chaiſe. Page went up to the 
Chaiſe, and preſented his Piſtol, with the uſual 
Salute of Deliver. Upon which his Lordſhip 
drew his, and diſcharged it with ſo good Aim, 
that he ſhot him in the Body ſo deep that the Ball 
lodged in his Back, tho* Page ſcarce felt it for the 
preſent, yet it was not long before he was too ſen- 
ſible of it, by the vaſt Effuſion of Blood that pour'd 
from the Wound. Mean while his Companion, 
who had got an unruly Horſe, could not come im- 
mediately to his Aſſiſtance. Page, however, not- 
withſtanding his firſt Repulſe, renewed his Attack, 
and advanced a ſecond Time: But perceiving his 
Lordſhip had another Piſtol levell'd directly at him, 
thought proper to retire, and finding himſelf grow 
weak by the great Loſs of Blood, doubled his 
Handkerchief and clapt it to the Wound, buttoned 
himſelf up cloſe, and made the beſt of his Way 
tor London; where he no ſooner arrived, but he 
ſent for a Surgeon, who, upon ſearching the 
Wound, found it ſo dangerous, that he declared 
he would not undertake it without the Aſſiſtance of 
another of the ſame Prorection. One was accord- 
ingly ſent for, who at firſt Sight, knew Page per- 
fectly well, though the other Surgeon did not. 
He aſked him, how he came by that Wound? 
Page anſwered, he received it from an Antago- 
niſt in a Duel he had juſt fought. The ſurgeon 
replied, he would endeavour to extract the Ball, 
but deſired never to fee his Face again, for he be- 
lieved he had fought that Duel near Barnet. 

Page was obliged by this Accident to lie by for 
ſome Time; but being perfectly recovered, was 
ſo far from being intimidated by his late narrow 
Eſcape, that he ſeemed to have gathered frect Spi- 
rits for new Exploits. Accordingly he and his 

| Companion 


(9) 


Campanion ſet out upon new Adventures, It was 
not long before they engaged in one of ſo extraor- 
dinary a Nature, that the Report of it made a 
great Noiſe through the whole Kingdom. Thus 
it was: As they were riding over Shooter's Hill 
in Kent, they met two Poſt Chaiſes, in one of 
: which was a Supercargo belonging to the Eaſt In- 
dia Company, and in the other another Gentleman. 
1 Page's Accomplice begun the Attack on the Su- 
percargo, who only anſwered him by the Diſcharge 
of his Piſtol, which was ſo well aimed, that it tore 
away a Piece of his Coat under his Arm- pit, but 
without hurting his Body; he returned the Com- 
pliment in the ſame Manner, but without Effect. 
Then Page came up and attacked the other Gen- 
tleman; and now the Engagement became hot no 
both Sides, the one being as reſolute to defend 
their Property, as the other were to deprive them 
of it. Many Diſcharges were made both by the 
one and the other, but without doing any Execu- 
tion, except the Lodging of a Ball in Page's 
Horſe, which however did not diſable him. The 
Gentlemen having at length ſpent all their Ammu- 
nition, Page and his Companion obliged them to 
get out of their Chaiſes, and the Poſtillions off 
their Horſes, and having faſtened their Hands with 
Cords, forced them to march into an adjacent 
Wood, where they ordered them to ſtay for an 
Hour, without moving, on Peril of their Lives. 
This aeg done, they went back to the Chaiſes, 
out of which they took two Trunks, laid them on 
their Horſes, and carried them into a Wood not 
far off, where having concealed them in a private 
Place, went directly to London, The next Morn- 
ing they went down in two Chaiſes, took away the 
Trunks and brought them to Town. On opening 
them they found a large Quantity of Money, and 
| N Pacquets 
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Pacquets of Letters and Papers of great Conſequence 
to the Eaſt India Company. This Robbery was 
immediately advertiſed, and a Reward of forty 
 Guineas offered to any Perſon who would make a 
Diſcovery, and no Queſtion asked, which was the 
Manner of advertiſing Felonies at that Time, but 


according to an Act ſince made, ſuch a Clauſe in- 


an Advertiſement would incur the Penalty of 50 J. 
Page ard his Companion conſidering, that ſhould 
they keep thoſe Papers, they might be the Means 
of a Diſcovery, and that they could be of no Man- 
ner of Uſe to them, put them up in a Parcel, and 
ſent them by a Ticket Porter to the Clerks in the 
India Houſe, but without demanding the Re- 
ward. 

But though in the laſt Robbery Page had a 
Partner, yet he oftener went out alone than in 
Company; and though he got a large Sum from 
the Supercargo, upon which, with a tolerable 
OEconomy, he might have lived a good while, 
yet, in a little Time, he had conſumed the 
greateſt Part of it at the Gaming-table, , among 
the Ladies, or in expenſive Pleaſures: which 
obliged him once more to turn out on the Road, 
and the next Route he took was Northward ; and 
on the Road overtook a Chaiſe, which he followed 
for twenty Miles, till he came within a ſmall Di- 
ſtance of Dunſtable ; where finding a convenient 
Opportunity, he got before the Poſtillian and bid 


him Stop, and made him a Cover fromthe Shot out 


of the Chaiſe. In the Chaiſe was a Colonel of the 
Army, and another Gentleman. Page being in 
this Poſition, ordered them to throw our their 
Piſtols. on the Ground; they were very unwilling 
to difarm themſelves, and it was after a great deal 


of Threatning and hard Words, that they at laſt 


comply'd. Then he went up to them and de- 
5 manded 
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manded their Money, and they gave him about 4 
or 5 J. Page, judging from their Appearance they 

muſt have more, preſſed them hard, but they 
affured him they had not. Upon which he took 2 
Portmanteau from behind the Chaiſe, carried it into 
a Wood, and covered it over with Leaves in a By- 
place; and about three or four Days afterwards 
came and fetched it away, and upon opening of it, 
found three Gold Watches, and near a 100 /. in 
Money, beſides rich Cloaths and Linnen. 

Being thus furniſhed with a pretty round Sum, 
he thought it highly neceſſary to diſappear for ſome | 
Time; for the late Robbery of the Supercargo, 
with his Attempt on Lord Downe, being the Sub- 
ject of all Converſation both in Town and Country, 
made this' Climate too hot for him ; and therefore 
after ſome private Conſult with his own Thoughts, 
he took his Paſſage on Board a Merchantman, 
and went to Barbadoes and Antigua, deſigning, if 
he could, to get to be a Clerk to ſome Merchant, 
or any other genteel Employment he could meet 
with, for he was two much of a Gentleman to ſub- 
mit to any mean ſervice. He continued there for 
abgut ſeven or eight Months, but finding nothing 
to anſwer his Expectations, he embarked on Board 
the 2 aviſtotk Man of War, and came to Eugland. 

Having in this Voyage ſpent all his Money, on 
his Return he fell to his old Practice of raiſing Re- 
cruits on the Highway. His firit Exploit, was, 
the robbing one Mr, Cuſſe in Hertfordſhire. Mr. 
Cuſſe being in a Poſt Chaiſe upon the Road, Page 
came up with him and bid him Deliver. Mr. Cuſje 
being without Arms, without more ado, pulled 
out his Purſe, and held it up in his Hand in order 
to give it him. But Page's Horle, which he had 
Juft hired in Purple-Lane (for he was not yet able 
to Purchaſe one) being not uſed to that Kind of 
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Buſineſs, ſtartled, and could not be brought near 
enough for Page to take the Purſe, Upon which 
he ordered the Poſtillion to get off and fetch it to 
him; which was done accordingly, and then Page 
rode off. 

Some Time after, as he was leading his Horſe 
carleſly down Highgate Hill, he was followed by 
three Men on Horſeback ; who ſuſpecting he was 
the Highway man who had robbed Mr. Cuſſe, con- 
ſulted together how to take him. Having con- 
certed their Meaſures, one of them came up with 
him, and accoſted him thus: Sir, I have often 
walked my Horſe up a Hill, but never down, but 


Since you do, I will too, and bear you Company, 
Which he readily accepted, without the leaſt Suſ- 


picion of any Deſign againſt him, and ſo they en- 
tered into a very friendly Converſation together, 
After they had walked together a little Way, 
the Gentleman finding a fit Opportunity, keeping 


a little behind, of a ſudden laid hold of his Arms, 
and pinioned them ſo faſt behind him, that he was 


not able to ſtir, which the other two Gentlemen, 
being then on the other Side of the Road, ſeeing, 
they inſtantly came up and ſecured him beyond a 
Poſſibility of his eſcaping from them. They took 
out of his Pocket four loaded Piſtols, ſeveral Balls 
and a Powder Horn, a Crape out his Hat, and 
a Map of all the Croſs and By-Roads for twenty 
Miles Su Þ London, which he had himfelf drawn 
from his own Obſervations, and for his own Ute, 


Having thus ſecured him, they carried him before 


a Juſtice of the Peace at Highgate. The Juſtice 
put many Queſtions to him, in order to extort a 
Confeſſion, that ſo he might fix the Crime upon 
him ; for as yet no poſitive Evidence was produced 
to ſupport the Charge. But Page was too well 
verſed in his Trade to give the Juſtice the leaſt 

Handle 
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Handle againſt him, and anfwered him in fuch a 
Manner that no Hold could be taken of his Words, 
The Juſtice therefore committed him to Clerkenwell 
Bridewell, in order for his further Examination, 
before the late Henry Fielding, Eſq; Page being 
brought before him, - paſſed through a very cloſe 
and ſevere Examination; but as nothing appeared 
directly againſt him, but the above Circumſtances, 
and nothing could be collected from his Anſwers 
to fix the Charge upon him, tho* every Body 
believed him guilty, he was re- committed to Bride- 
well; and the Juſtice took a more effectual Me- 
thod to come to the Truth. 

For this Purpoſe he publiſhed an Advertiſement, 
in which he appointed a Day, when one Page or 
Gage, then in Cuſtody, would be examined before 
him in Relation to a ſuppoſed Roberry on the 
Highway, inviting all Gentlemen who had been 
robbed to attend at the ſame Time. At the Time 
appointed a great Number of Gentlemen came, and 
among the reſt Mr. Cuſſe and his Poſtillion, who 
ſwore to his Horſe and other Circumſtances of the 
Robbery; upon which Mr. Cuſſe was bound in 
Recognizance to proſecute, and Page was ſent back 
to his old Lodgings in Bridewell, A little before 
the Seſſions came on at the Old Baily he was con- 
vey'd to Newgate z and from thence by Habeas 
Corpus to Hertford, where, at the enſuing Aſſizes, 
he was tried for the ſaid Robbery, The Poſtillion 
{wore poſitively to him; but Page brought Wit- 
neſſes who ſwore he was at another Place, ten 
Miles off, at the ſame Time: Upon which the 
Jury acquitted him, though had they not known 
the Truth, they would certainly have condemned 
him. | 

Thus Page, by the Help of ſome of his truſty 
Intimates, got clear of this troubleſome Affair; 
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but was fo reduced that he had not a Penny in his 
Pocket, a Shoe to his Foot, and ſcarce any Thing 
but Rags to cover him, for above a Twelvemonth 
afterwards z and to ſupport himſelf uſed to frequent 
Billiard Tables, being a dextrous Player at that 
Game, where now and then he picked up a little 
Money, juſt enough to keep him alive. 

After he had continued in this forlorn Condition 
for above a Twelvemonth, as before hinted, it was 
his Chance to pick up another Companion ; for as 
his old Conſort had never come to ſee him in his 
Diſtreſs, nor offered him the leaſt Comfort or 
Relicf, he reſented it highly, and reſolved to 
have no more to do with him. This new Com- 
panion, tho? an old Accquaintance, meeting him at 
the Billiard Table, they preſently renewed their 
former Intimacy. After comparing Notes together, 
they ſoon found that the Difference in their Circum- 
ſtances was ſo very ſmall, that they both ſtood in 
Need of each other's Aſſiſtance, As they had 


nothing to depend upon but their Wits for Relief, 


they agreed between them to act certain Tricks and 
Cheats, whereby to deceive the other Gameſters 
that played at the Table. This Practice they fol- 
low'd for ſome Time, by which they now and 
then got a little Money, but hardly enough to keep 
them from Want. TT» | 

Page coſidering the former Plenty he lived in 
when he was at Liberty to raiſe Contributions on 
the Road, and the Miſeries he had undergone for 
ſome Time paſt, begins to think of returning ro 


his former Occupation; and the low Condition cf 


his new Companion, encouraged him to hope that 
he would join with him in this Project. Accord- 
ingly, taking him at an unguarded Hour, he pro- 
poſed to him the Scheme he had projected of re- 


© cruiting their ſhatter d Finances; for he was quite 


tired 
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tired of the Life he had a good-while led, and 
was reſolved to make a beld Puſh to mend his For- 
tune, and advis'd him to do the ſame. His Com- 
panion, who had likewiſe ſuffer'd great Hardſhips 
under the moſt diſtreſsful Circumſtances and greatly 
in Debt, too eaſily liſten*d to his deceitful Argu- 
ments. For tho' he was ever willing to pay his 
juſt Debts when able, and, till that Time, had al- 
way» behav*d like an honeſt Man, yet being now 
coo deeply involved, had juſt Reaſon to apprehend 
he ſhould one Day be laid faſt in a Priſon. Theſe 
Conſiderations were ſo prevalent, that at length 
they overpower'd his better Judgment, and "he 
comply'd with the Temptation, ſince he could ſee 
no other Method to relieve himſelf from his preſent. 
Miſery, or to keep himſelf out of a Gaol, 

Page was overjoy'd that he had brought his 
Companion into his own Way of thinking, No 
Time was to be loſt, and therefore they immedi- 
ately conſulted on tne Meaſures they were to purſue. 
With what little Money they had they bought each 
of them a Pair of ſecond-hand Piſtols. In the next 
Place, two Horſes were to be hired ; and as his 
Companion was the beſt rigg'd of the two, it was 
agreed that he ſhould go and hire them, which he 
did, and brought one of them to Weſtminſter 
Bridge, where Fage waited for it, mounted, and 
rode on in the Kentiſb Road. Then his Companion 
went back and fetch'd another for himſelf, follow'd, 

and ſoon overtook him; but meeting with nothing 
for their Purpoſe that Day, they put up at an Inn 
a little off the Road near Earl Stanbope's Scat. 
This was in Auguſt three Years ago. 

The next Day they ſet out again, when they 
met with two Gentlemen in a Curricle, one of whom 
was a Banker in Lombard Street. Theſe Gentlemen 
=. ada and robb'd of about 22 or 234. and 

made 
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made off clear with their Booty. This was done 
on the Tunbridge Road, juſt beyond Bromley Com- 
mon. They then cross d the Country to Fulbam 
Bridge, and from thence went on to London. 

Page having made himſelf too free with the La- 
dies of the Town, had got the foul Diſeaſe to ſo 
violent a Degree, that he judg'd it neceſſary, in 
order to be cur'd, to put himſelf into the Lock 
Hoſpital at Hyde Park Corner, where he under- 
went a Salivation. 

Page's Companion, not being of ſuch abandon'd 
Principles as himſelf, nor greatly liking the Courſe. 
he had juſt enter'd | into, Jaid out his Money in Ne- 
ceſſaries and Apparel, in order to get into ſome re- 
putable Place, in which he had ſome Hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding, as he had not yet loſt his Character among 
his Friends. Accordingly he got himſelf recom- 
mended as a Valet de Chambre to one Mr. Lee, a 
Creolian of S/. Kitt's, who was lately come to 
London in order to ſpend his Fortune in Eng land. 
He went with his Maſter to Bath, Newmarket, and 
other Places in the Country; bur falling ill, was 
obliged to quit his Service. 

Being recover'd from his Illneſs, Page, who had 
been long i in Search for him, at laſt found him out, 
and by many fallacious Arguments prevail'd with 
him to go upon another Expedition. The main 
Point being thus ſettled, Horſes were ſoon pro- 
vided, and they went out together upon the Ad- 
venture, and near Maidenhead met with Mr. Pop- 
kins, a Welch Gentleman, High Sheriff for 
ſome County in South Wales, and took from him 
a Gold Watch, and about 12 or 13/. in Money, 
with which they got clear off, and came to Lon: 
den, without being purſued, 

Page's Companion, who had no Reliſh for this 
wy of Life, being now poſſeſs'd of a little Mo- 


ey. 
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ney equipp'd himſelf once more ſor a Service, and 
got himſelf placed with a Gentleman in Eſſex, 
with whom he lived till he died, which was in about 
five or ſix Months afterwards. 

Page, after this, often importun'd him to go 
out again upon the Highway; but to no Purpoſe; 
for having now got a little Money, and pretty well 
recruited himſelf, and not willing to run any more 
Riſques of that Kind, he poſitively refuſed to go. 
But Page would take no Denial, and ſwore he 
ſhould ; but the other ſtill refuſing his Conſent, 
Page took out a Piſtol, cock'd it at his Head, and 
ſwore he ſhould, or he would blow his Brains out. 
His Companion id hold of the Piſtol, and ſaid he 
ſhould not be his Maſter, and in plain Terms told 
him he would not go out with him any. more. 
This occaſion'd a Quarrel, and they partedin great 
Inger. 

Soon after, Paz ge's companion, by the Recom- 
mendation of the n of his deceaſed Maſter, 
got to be Valet de Chambre to an Officer in the 
Army, by whom, as well as by the other Officers 
in the Regiment, he was well reſpected, and con- 
tinued in this Service for about a Year and a Half. 

In the mean Time Page follow'd his old Courſe 
of robbing on the Highway daily, and almoſt 
without Intermiſſion. Amonglt the reſt he robb'd 
a Captain of the Guards in a Chaiſe, on Flounſlow 
Heath, and made off full Speed. The Captain 
took out one of the Horſes of the Chaiſe, mounted 
it, and purſued him thro* Hounſlow Town, crying 
out all the Way, a Highwayman, but no Body 
would ſtir after him, and Page having the Heels of 
him, got clear off and came to London, and the 
next Night went to the Il where he fat clgſe by 
the Caprain he had robb'd the Day before, bur who 
did not Know him again. 

About 
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About two Years and a half ago, Page being 
out on the Kentiſh Road, near the 18 Mile Stone 
in the Way to T; unbridge, met with the Lord 
M——y in a Chariot and Six, attended by four 
Servants armed with Piſtols before them, and one 
of them with a Carbine. Page attack'd him who 
had the Carbine, firſt, took it from him, and made 
him diſmount. Then preſenting the Carbine at the 
reſt of the Servants, threaten'd, that if any of them 
came within 20 Yards of ki. he would ſhoot 
them dead. Then with the Servant's Horſe in his 
Hand, he went up to the Side of the Chariot, and 
demanded his Lordſhip's Money, which he gave 
him to the Amount of about eleven or twelve 
Guineas, together with a Gold Watch. Page 
feeing a little Box at the Bottom of the Chariot, 
oblig'd his Lordſhip to open it, expecting there 
was Money or Notes in it, but finding none, he 
rode off with the Horſe to ſome Diſtance, where 
he left it with the Carbine, which the Servants 
came and fetch*d away. 

Mean while Page could hear nothing of his Com- 
panion, tho* he made all the Enquiry he poſſibly 
could ; till at laſt he was informed, that he was a 
Valet to an Officer in a Regiment which was 
then quarter*d at Lewis in Suſſex, Upon this In- 

telligence he went directly to him, perſuaded him 

to quit the Service, and laugh'd at him for being a 
Servant when he might be a Gentleman. But with 
all his Rhetorick he could not prevail upon him to 
leave his Maſter, Some Time after indeed his Com- 
© Panion did quit his Service, but it was to marry a 
Wife, whoſe Friends promis'd to aſſiſt him in 
getting into Buſineſs. He accordingly came to 
London with a View to take a Public Houſe, but 
Things not anſwering his Expectation he did not 
take it, And having more Time upon his ye * 
than 
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than he knew how to employ, he reſorted to 3? 
Billiard Table, where his evil Genius once more 
brought him into the Company of his old Ac- 
quaintance Mr, Page, who then appear'd in a very 
gay Dreſs, a Sword by his Side, and his Pockers 
full of Money. Page, after Play was over, took 
him aſide into a private Room, banter'd him on 
the mean Figure he made in Compariſon with him- 
ſelf, and obſerv*d to him the vaſt Diſparity there 
was bet wixt the Appearance of a Gentleman and 
that of a poor Servant. But his Companion knew 
him too well, and the Hazards that were run upon 
thefe dangerous Adventures, to be allured by ſuch 
flaſhy Reaſons, and therefore refus'd to go out with 
him. 

Page, ſeeing he could not prevail upon him, 
left him, took his Horſe, and went out upon the 
Tunbridge Road by himſelf, where, on a Sunday 
Morning, it was his Fortune to light on Mr. Glover 
and another Gentleman in a Poſt-chaiſe. Page 
having ſaluted them in the uſual Manner, Mr. 
Glover drew a Piſtol and fired at him, and then 
jumping out of the Chaiſe preſented another, and 
both ſtood on their Defence. Page ſceing them 
thus reſolutely bent, thought proper to ſheer off. 

The next Day, being extremely reducgd, he at- 
tacked a Gentleman's Servant, and robb'd him of 
about 11. 6s. and then made the beſt of his Way 
for London, The Servant appcar'd at Rocheſter 
Aſſizes, and a Bill was found for this very 
Robbery. 

His Companion, being then in low Circum- 
ſtances, having met wich ſeveral Diſappointments, 
at length ſubmitted to his Lure, and chey fer out 
together upon the Northern Road, where they met 
and attack d the Earl of F——rs in a four-wheel 
Poſt-chaiſe, four Horſes, and two Poſtillions, 

at > | robb'd 
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robb'd him of his Money, a Pair of Piſtols loaded, 
and a Portmanteav, which contain'd only wearing 
Apparel; for which he was tried at the laſt Hert- 
ford Aſſizes; of which we ſhall give a more par- 
ticular Account by and by. 

Soon afterwards, that is, in February, 
in the Year 1757, he went out alone, and robb'd 
Capt. Farrington, near Blackheath, of twenty-ſeven 
Guineas and a Gold Waich, The Watch being a 
very remarkable one, he got the Maker's Name and 
Number taken out, in order to diſguife it. He 
was inſtantly purſued by the Captain's Servants,and 
likewiſe by the Servants of the neighbouring Gen- 
tlemen, who followed him ſo cloſe, that in all Pro- 
bability he would have been taken, had not one of 
the Servants Horſes broke his Leg in the Eagerneſs 
of Purſuit. Page perceiving his Danger, made 
all the Speed he could to Richmond Ferry, which 
having croſs'd, he came to Twickenham, where he 
was in Safety. More Particulars will be mention'd 
when we come to ſpeak of his Trial at Rocheſter, 
where he was found guilty of this Robbery. 

In March 1757, he and his paar ſet out 
from London together to go on the Bath Road. In 
Bellfond Lane near Bellfond, they came up with a 
Gentleman in a Poſt-chaiſe with his Servant ſitting 
by him, robb'd him of a Pair of Silver-mounted 
Piſtols loaded, a Gold Watch, and eleven Guineas. 
Aſter he had given them his Gold, he pulPd out 
a Handful of Silver to the Value of about twenty or 
thirty Shillings, and voluntarily offered it to them, 
which they refuſed, declaring that they took no- 
thing but Gold on the Road. They then order'd 
the Poſtillion to drive up a Bye-lane. They then 
required more Money of him; but he aſſured them 
he had no more, except the Silver he had before 
made them an Offer of. Then they demanded the 


Key 
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Key of the Trunk that was faſten'd to the Chaſe, 
Upon which his Servant got out and opened the 
Trunk, but there being nothing in it except wear- 
ing Apparel, they would not meddle with it. The 
Gentleman then pull'd out his Silver again, and 
preſs'd them to accept of ffve Shillings to drink his 
Health at Night, which they took. The Gentle- 
man then requeſted it as a Favour, that they would 
let him have his Piſtols again, promiſing upon his 


Honour that he would never hurt either of them, 


or appear againſt them in a Court of Juſtice, and 
beſides would pay them the full Value of the Piſtols, 
if they would pleaſe to point out any Method by 
which it could be done with Safety to themſelves, 
But they told him they could not rely on a Gen- 
tleman's Honour in ſuch Caſes, and therefore he 
muſt never expect to ſee them again; ſo bid him 
drive on ſoftly for a, Mile, and then wiſh'd him a 
good Journey. | | 

In April they ſet out again for the Bath Road, 
and near Maidenhead Thicket in Berkjhire, over- 


took a Gentleman in a four-wheel Poſt-chaiſe, at- 


tack'd and robb'd him of about twenty-hve Gui- 
neas, a repeating Silver Watch, and a Diamond 
Mourning, Ring. The Gentleman was very un- 
willing to part with the Ring, as he wore it in Re- 
membrance of a dear deceaſed Friend, and vegg'd 
they would not take it from him, ſince it was but 


of a trifling Value. Page's Accomplice likewiſe 


entreated that he might be permitted to keep it. 
But all to no Purpoſe, for have it he would, and 
had. They then left him, croſs'd the Country, 
and return'd to London. 

He uſually rode his own Horſe ; but Captain 


Ferrington's Affair had occaſion'd ſuch an Out- cry 


in the Country, that he did not think it ſafe to ap- 


ment 


pear any longer upon it. Beſides, an Advertiſe- 
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ment was publiſhed in the News Papers, giving a 
particular Deſcription of the Horſe ; by which Mr. 
Fielding's People were enabled to find him out at 
a Stable in Moor fields; upon which the Horſe was 
advertis'd, and fold, and the Money given to the 
Maſter of the Stables for the Charge of his Keeping. 
Upon theſe Conſiderations Page was under a Ne- 
ceſſity of hiring Horſes when he went out upon the 
two laſt Robberies. 

Not long after this, he embarked on Board a 
Ship in order to go to Scotland, but in their 
Paſſage meeting with a Storm they loſt their Con- 
voy, and were chaſed into Scarborough by a French 
Privateer. His Deſign in going to Scotland, was 
to apply to the Earl of Glencairn, to whom he was 
formerly a Servant, in Hopes his Lordſhip would 
procure him a Pair 'of Colours in ſome Regiment 
in North America; for he had committed ſuch a 
Number of Robberies in England, and ſome of 
them upon Perſons of the firſt Diſtinction, that he 
was terribly apprehenſive he ſhould, one Day or 
other, be laid hold of, and his Life, which he had 
lo often forfeited to the Laws of his Country, be 
mace to pay for the numerous Villainies he had 
been guilty of. The Earl, however, gave him 
but a cold Reception, and no Manner of En- 
couragement to expect any Favour from his Hands. 
Upon which he went back to Edinburgh. Here 
he cut a genteel or rather flaſhy Figure, kept the 
beſt Company, went to the Billiard Tables, which, 
in that Country, none are permitted to frequent 
but Gentlemen; and having ſtayed there about a 
Month, bought a Horſe, and came to London. 

Bur it ſhould have been remember'd, that when 
he was a: Scarborough, he went from thence by 
Land to Newcaſtle, where he ſold the Gentleman's 
Watch which he robb'd him of in Bel{fond E 
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and two Diamond Rings, but carried the Brace ot 
Silver- mounted Piſtols to Edinburgh, where he 
ſold them, and by his extravagant Living, ſoon 
ſpent the greateſt Part of his Money, which oblig'd 
him to return to London. 

Page, on his Arrival there, ſent to his Com- 
panion's Lodgings, deſiring he would come to 


him. Being come, Page again importun'd him to 
go out on the Adventure but he would not con- 


ſent. However, about a Fortnight aſterwards, he 
found Means to prevail on him to go out with 
him upon the Tunbridge Road. They were upon 
the Prowl ſeveral Days before any Thing offer'd 
worth their Acceptance. At laſt they agreed to go 


thro' the Town of Sevenoakes, Page firſt, and his 
Companion after him; becauſe, ſhould they be ſeen 


together, it might raiſe a Suſpicion, His Com- 
panion, (who had with great Difficulty been 
prevailed upon to accompany him in theſe dan» 
gerous Expeditions,) being got a little Way 
paſt the Town, was not a hittle furprized 
to ſee five Men, all arm'd with Piſtols and 
one with a Blunderbuſs, paſs by him full Speed; 
but preſently ſuſpecting they were in Purſuit of 
Page, he put his Horſe into a Gallop in order to 
come up and aſſiſt him, and ſo put the Purſuers 
between two Fires; but ſeeing one of them ſnap his 
Piſtol at Page's Head, and Page at the ſame Time 
turning half round and pointing one at him, and at 
the fame Inſtant riding away as faſt as his Horſe's 
Legs could carry him, thought he had no Occaſion 
to run himſelf into ſuch imminent Danger, without 
any Proſpect of doing his Friend any Service, and 
therefore had better provide for his own Safery 
while it was in his Power. Upon which he ſlacken'd 
his Pace, and obſerving great Numbers of People 
behind him coming up, and as he was then upon 
the 
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the Turn of the Lane, and could fee what was done 
both before and behind him, without being ſeen 
himſelf, he thought it his beſt Way to diſarm him- 
ſelf rather than be forcibly diſarm'd by others, as he 
imagin'd he ſhould preſently be. Accordingly he 
took out his Piſtols, Powder-Horn and Ball, the 
Crape in his Hat, and every I hing elſe which he 
thought might be a Proof of his Profeſſion, and 
threw them all into the Hedge. 
Ihe firſt five Men being got to the Top of the 

Lane, and perceiving Page was too well mounted 
to be overtaken, turn'd back on his Companion 
and ſtopt him, on Suſpicion that he was his Ac- 
complice, and took him to the /Yhite Hart a pub- 
lic Houſe on the Road Side, and there ſearch'd 
him, but finding nothing on him tending to make 
a Diſcovery, and he proteſting that he knew nothing 
of the Perſon whom they had purſued, and was. ſo 
far from being his Accomplice, that he never ſaw 
him in his Life before, and therefore begg'd they 
would diſmiſs him, for he was going upon Buſineſs 
of great Importance to Tunbridge. 

But all his Proteſtations and Entreaties were of 
no Avail to clear him of the Suſpicion which they 
had of his being ſome Way or other concern'd 
with the Perſon who had Juſt eſcaped their Purſuit 
and therefore inſiſted on his going before Juſtice. 
Curtis at Sevenoakes, Accordingly being brought 
before him, he firſt order*d him to be ſearch*d, bur 
no Arms were found upon him; but on examining 
his Waiſtcoat Pocker, they tock out the Cap of the 
Repeating Watch, which he and Page had taken 
trom the Gentleman whom they robb'd at Maiden- 
head Thicket, as before related, and to diſguiſe it 
had taken off the Cap on which was engraved the 
Maker's Name and Number, that it might not 
be known again, Being ask'd how he 

Came 
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came by it, ſaid, he pick'd it 7 on the Road. 
They likewiſe took from him a Wigg, ſome Curls, 
and the Keys of his Trunk and Box, which were 
at Home in his own Lodging. 

This Examination laſted eight or nine Hours, 
at different Times, that Day. Three Times the 
Juſtice order'd the Room to be clear'd, that he 
might give the Priſoner an Opportunity of opening 
himſelf with more Freedom, the Juſtice treating 
him with all the Candour and Gentleneſs imagi- 
nable, preſſing him to make a Diſcovery, and 
aſſuring him that if he did ſo, he ſhould be ad- 
mitted an Evidence ; but he obſtinately perſiſted in 
denying, that he knew any Thing of the Perſon 
with whom they ſuppoſed he was a Confederate. 

The Juſtice then order'd him to be taken to an 
Inn in the Town, and confin'd all Night in a Room, 
and two Men ſet over him as a Guard, The next 
Morning it was currently reported, that the High- 
wayman, who had been purſu'd the Day before, 
was certainly taken. But tho' this was poſſible, 
yet the Priſoner, who knew the Goodneſs of Page's 
Horſe, did not give much Credit to it. 

He was then again carried before the Juſtice for 
a farther Examination, The Juſtice again uſed 
him with all imaginable Candour and Good Na- 
ture, again preſs'd him to make an ingenuous Con- 
feſſion, and made him the ſame Offer he had done 
the preceding Day, of admitting him an Evi- 
dence. 

The Priſoner's Reſolution, which he had hitherto 
ſupported with great Firmneſs, began now to ſhake. 
He was conſcious to himſelf that upon ſearching 
his Box, the Seal would be found, which belonged 
to the Watch the Cap of which had been taken out 
of his Pocket. He likewiſe conſider'd that the 
Watch, with the Deſcription of its Apnea 8 
r | ha 
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had been advertiſed, and therefore might poſſibly 
prove too ſtrong an Evidence for him to nullify. 
After maturely weighing theſe Conſiderations in the 
Pallance of right Reaſon, and conſidering that by 
an ob{i:nate Perſeverance in the Denial of the Truth, 
he thoutd only increaſe the Burden of his own 
Gui, and by enceavouring to ſcreen his Partner 
from the Puniſhment his Crimes had deſerved, he 
ſhould endanger his own Life, he prudently con- 
cluded to accept the Offer the Juſtice had made 
him, and by a free Confeſſion, entitle himſelf to 
that Safety which had been promis'd him upon 
that Condition. FT: 

He then acknowledged that he knew the Perſon 
whoſe Accomplice they but too juſtly ſuſpected him 
to be, that his Name was Villiam Page, and that 
they had been concern'd together in three Rob- 
beries. This he mention'd only in General, not 
chuſing to be more particular at that Time. Upon 
which he was committed to Maidſtone Gaol, where 
he lay for a Fortnight and upwards, without any 
other Subſiſtence than the Gaol Allowance, having 
no Money, nor any Friend to afford him the leaft 

Relief. 
An Account of this Affair being tranſmitted to 
Juſtice Fielding, he ſent down his Clerk to Maid. 
tone, to get Information from the Priſoner where 
Page was to be found; who gave him the veſt Di- 
rections he could, and that the moſt likely Place ro 
find hm at, was, the Golden Lion at Groſvenor- 
Square Gate, where he uſually put up his Horle. 

Upon this intelligence, Mr. Fielding ſent Mr. 
Barnes, late High Conſtable of Weſtminſter, and 
another Perſon, to apprehend him. On 
their coming to the Houſe, they ſaw Page 
going to the Stable. Mr. Barnes came up to 
* and laying hold ef the Cuff - ſleeves of his 
Coat, 
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Coat, held his Arms faſt, to prevent his reaching 
his Pocket to get his Piſtols, while the other Perſon 
ſecured him behind. Having made him faſt, they 
took out of his Pockets three loaded Piſtols, a 
Brace of them were thoſe which he robb'd the 
Farl of on the Northern Road, as before-men- 
| tioned; likewiſe a Wigg, a Cockade, a Powder- 
Horn and Bullets, and a Book of the Croſs-Roads 
of his own writing. 

It deſerves Notice, that when Page was in 
Town, and frequented Places of public Reſort, he 
wore his own long Hair ; but when he went out 
upon an Expedition, he tuck'd it up under his 
Wigg, and could let it fall at any Time, whea it 
was neceſſary to alter his Appearance, 

Having thus effectually ſecured him, they put 
him in a Coach, and brought him to Juſtice 
Fielding*s Houſe, who, after an Examination, com- 
mitted him to Newgate. Some few Days after he 
was re-examin'd, when the Juſtice order'd his 
Wigg to be put on him, and deſired him to ſtrip ; 
which at firſt he was very loth to do, but con- 
ſidering that Reſiſtance would be to no Purpoſe, he 
at length ſubmitted ; when the Scar of the Wound 
which he had received from the Shot of Lord 
Downe*s Piſtol, plainly appear'd; as likewiſe a 
Scar on his Arm from his Elbow to his Shoulder, 
which a Bullet had grazed, diſcharged by a Gen- 
tleman whom he attempted to rob about two Years 
and a half ago, about three Miles beyond Tyburn. 
Being ask'd by the Juſtice how he came by thoſe 
Wounds, he made an evaſive Anſwer, ioti- 
mating that he was not obliged to confeſs any 
Thing which might tend to his own Hurt. Upon 
which he was order'd back to Newgate. 

Mean while, his Accomplice was ſent for up 
to London, in order to contront Page at his next 
Examination. 5 | 
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Page being again brought before the Juſtice, 
his Accomplice, who was now turn'd Evidence, 


ſwore poſitively to his Perſon, and to ſeveral Facts in 
which they had been jointly concern'd, and made ſuch 


a full Diſcovery of great Numbers of Robberies, 


which io his certain Knowledge he had perpetrated, 
that there was no Doubt remaining of his being a 
moſt notorious Highway man. 
Another Proof of his Guilt, was, the Piſtols 
which he had robbed the Earl of, on the Northern 
Road, and which his Lordſhip had ſworn to a Day 
or two before, were produced, which ſtrongly cor- 
roborated his Accomplice's Evidence. 
But notwithſtanding theſe Facts were brought ſo 


Home to him, as clearly to prove him guilty in the 


Opinion of the Juſtice and Gentlemen preſent, yet he 
{till perſiſted in alledging his Innocence; nay, ſuch 
was his Inſolence, that with a Sort of menacing 


Air, and his Arm ſtretched out, he even defied 


the Juſtice to do his worſt, or to produce any Wit- 
neſs of Reputation to prove the Crimes of which 
he was accuſed, He was therefore ſent back to 
Newgate, there to wait for his Trial at the next 
Seſſions at the Old Bailey. 

A few Days before the Seſſions came on, as he 
and ſome of his own Claſs were playing at Cards 
in Newgate, a Quarrel aroſe about the Game 
from Words they proceeded to Blows, and in the 
Fray, Page was fo terribly bruiſed, that both his 
Eyes were black when he was arraigned at the Bar 


on his Trial at the Old Bailey. 


William Page, otherwiſe Williams, otherwiſe 


Gage, was indicted for that he on the King's High- 
way, on Jobn Webb, Fig; did make an Aſſault, 


png him in corporal Fear and Danger of his 
ife, and ſtealing two Piſtols, Value 10 s. one 


Gold Watch, Value 67. one Silk Purſe, Value 
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24. and nine Guineas, the Goods and Money of 


the ſaid John, and againſt his Will, March 26. 

John Webb. About the 3d or 4th Sunday in the 
Month of March laſt, at or near One o' Clock in the 
Day, being in my Chaiſe with 70%n Gunery, a 
Foreigner, my Servant, in Belfound-lane, I heard 
a Voice behind me; preſently I ſaw a Man, on a 
dark colour'd Horſe, with a Piſtol in his Hand, 
and a Crape over his Face, which hung down to 
his Breaſt. The Boy driving very faſt, the Man 
galloped by the Side of the Chaiſe twenty Yards, 
and when he came againſt the Poſtillion he ſtop'd 


him, I was Sitting on the off Side. Then I ſaw 


a blue great Coat Sleeve, with a Hand and Piſtol 
in it, on that Side on which 1 far. I found that 
Man alſo was craped, as the other was. He-was 
on a grey Horſe, I immediately let down the 
Glaſs of the Chaiſe, knowing very well what the 
Preſenting of a Piſtol meant. I gave him my 


Money in a Purſe, about ten or eleven Guineas, 


and my Watch, which was a Gold one. Preſently 


the Man that had ſtop'd us came to the Chaiſe Side, 


Then the Poſt-boy was order'd to drive up a Lane 
on the right hand Side, going ro Staines. The 
Lane is about three Quarters of a Mile long. 
After we were near half way up it, they ordered 
the Chaiſe to ſtop, then they took away my two 
Piſtols, and ſaid they were ſure I had a great deal 


more Money with me, and began to parley with 


me. He on the grey Horſe diſmounted. I ſaid 
in the Condition I was, it would be ridiculous in me 
to oppoſe them, and that I had no more than was 
ſufficient for my travelling Expences. I had a 
Trunk with my Cloaths behind the Chaiſe, and one 
of them ordered my Servant to give him the Key 
of it. He opened it, and ſaid to them, here is 
nothing but my Maſter's wearing Apparel. They 

| examined 
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the Trunk that was behind the Chaiſe, and bid me 
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examined it, and found it ſo. They asked me 
where I had taken the Chaiſe, I ſaid it was Mr. 
Day's at the Poſt-effice. They asked me my Name, 
told them. Then they asked me if I was Bro- 
ther to a Member of Parliament of that Name, I 
ſaid no. I having Notes about me, and fearing 
they ſhould ſearch me, I pulPd out about twenty 
or thirty Shillings in Silver, and faid, I have got 
ſome Silver if you'll have it. The Man on the 
grey Horſe ſaid he ſcorned to take any Silver. 
Then I deſired him to take a Crown for a Bowl of 
Punch, ſo he took it. After that they deſired me 
to ſtop a little while, or not to drive too faſt. I 
ſhould know my Piſtols again, could I ſee them. 
They were made by Freeman, his Name 1s on 
them, mounted with Silver Screw-barrels, but 

never law them ſince. They were with me twelve 
Minutes, or a Quarter of an Hour. I can lay 
nothing to the Priſoner, having no Idea of the 
Men at all, nor even their Sizes. I never ſaw the 
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Jobn Gunery.. I am Servant to Mr. ebb. We 


were Travelling lat March to Staines, Two Men 


came up, one on a dark Horſe, the other on a 
grey one, one ſtop'd the Poſtillion, and the other 
came up to the Chaiſe ; they had Crapes before 
their Faces, ſo I could not diſtinguiſh their Faces. 


One of them had a blue great Coat, the other a 


light great Coat. They took my Maſter's Watch 
and Purſe, and ordered the Poſtillion to drive up 
a bye Lane. Then one of them ask'd me for my 
Piſtols. I told him they were in the Chaiſe. He 
took them. One of them ſaid my Maſter had more 


Money, but my Maſter ſaid 4 had no more, I 


laid, Gentlemen, I am but a Servant, I have no 
Money. One of them ask'd me for the Key of 


open 
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open it, which I did, and faid there was nothing 
but my Maſter's Cloaths. They look'd in, but 


took nothing. My Maſter pulPd ſome Silver our, 


and ſaid, Gentlemen, here it is, if you'll take 
ſome Silver. One of them ſaid he ſcorned to take 
Silver. Maſter perſuaded him to take a Crown 
for a Bowl of Punch. After they had ask*d my 
Maſter's Name they went away, and ordered the 
Poſtillion to drive ſoftly. I don't know which 
way they went when they got into the Road, 1 
could not diſtinguiſh their Faces. I know one was 
taller than the other. 

William Darwell, T have known the Priſoner 


near twenty Years. He was born at Hampton. 


lived there upwards of three Years, In March laſt, 
about the latter End, I and the Priſoner at the Bar 
ſet out from London, in ordei to commit Rob- 
beries. His Horſe had been ſtopt before, and I 
being quite an unſuſpected Perſon, as he was afraid 
to walk the Streets on another Affair, l hired Horſes 
for us both. This we had agreed upon. 1 
brought the firſt Horſe to him between Seven and 
Eight o'Clock to a Publick-houſe at Marybane. He 
went there to wait for me, and he carried the Arms, 


three Brace of Piſtols. I ſaw him look out at the 


Window. I went ſoftly on, he came out, and 
took the Horſe, which-was a blackiſh one. Then 
I came to Mr. Leader's, at the Bottom of KRed- 
Lion-Stree, Holbourn, There I took a grey Horſe 
for myſelf. I believe I got to the fartheſt Sign of 


the Hats in Oxford Road between Ten and Eleven 
O'Clock, the Priſoner was to ſtay for me there, I 
{aw him, and he ſaw me. I call'd for ſome 


Liquor at the Door, and after that- rode on.. He 
ſoon followed me, and took me into Hounfio2y 
Road. Then we agreed one ſhould go to one fon, 


and the other to another, Theſe were little Inn; 


before 
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before we came to Hounſlow, I went to that 
neareſt Hounſlow. We were to wait till we found 
ſomething worthy to attack. When he ſaw ſuch, 
he was to come out, and I to mount and follow 
him. I fat forward, fo that I could not miſs ſeeing 
him as he came along. Preſently came a Poſt- 
Chaiſe, and ſoon after I ſaw him coming along. He 
paſſed me about ten Minutes after the Chaife did. 
Then I got my Horſe ready, and rode after him. 
We followed the Chaiſe over Hounflow Heath. It 
was I believe between Twelve and One o'Clock 
when we ſet out from thoſe Inns. I join'd him on 
the Heath, and followed the Chaiſe into Belfound- 
Lane. Then he rode up, and ordered the Poſtil- 


lion to ſtop. The Gentleman in it pull'd out a 


ſmall Gold Watch, and gave it to him, I rode up 
to the Chaiſe, and demanded the Gentleman's 
Money. He gave it me in a green Purſe, about 
ten or eleven Guineas, I am ſure it was one of 
them. Then the Priſoner ordered the Poſtillion 
to drive up a Lane on the Right Hand, wherelwe 
ordered the Gentleman to deliver the Key of his 
Trunk that was behind the Chaiſe. There was 
another Perſon in the Chaiſe, which I found to be 
his Servant; they got out of the Chaiſe, and 
looſed the Trunk from behind, but did not take. 


it down, They unlock'd it, the Priſoner diſ- 


mounted to look into it; and they aſſured us there 
was nothing but Wearing Apparel. The Priſoner 
ask'd if it was Day's Chaiſe at Hounſlow ;, they 
ſaid it was. Then he ſaid to the Poſtillion, You 
are the ſaucieſt Fellow that travels this Road. 
The Gentleman offer'd us ſome Silver, but that 
the Priſoner refuſed. The Gentleman forced a 


Crovn upon him for a Bowl of Punch for us to 


drink at Night. The Proſecutor is the Gen- 
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9. Look about for the other ? | 

Darwell. This is the other (pointing to the Ser- 
vant). The Gentleman deſired he might have his 
Watch and Piſtols again, he ſaid the Watch coſt 
him ten Guineas, and he'd pay us the Value of 
it, as we ſhould order. We left him, and went 
over Walton Bridge; we ſtop'd at a little Houſe 
about an Hour, and drank, Then we went to the 
King's Head at Martin, aud there ſtaid all Night, 
and lay together in one Bed. We got in there 
after Dark. Next Morning I met with Henry 
Harvey, a diſcharged Dragoon there. I was Ser- 
vant to the Major of the ſame Troop, we were all 
three in Company there, and I had a good deal of 
Diſcourſe with him. 1 remember there was a very 
fat Man, a Blackſmith, there at the Time. This 
was about Ten the next Morning. We ſtaid there 
ſo long, in order to wait for Carriages out of Town, 
ſo to go upon the Croydon Road. We went away 
about Eleven o' Clock, to a Publick-houſe, a little 

on this ſide Croydon. The Priſoner allowed me 
three Guineas, or three Guineas and a half for m 
Share of the Watch and Piſtols, and he took them 
with him, when he embarked on board a Ship for 
Scotland, about five or ſix Weeks after. We 
ſhared the Money that we took in the Purſe, After 
the Priſoner returned, he and 1 ſet out in July laſt, 
in order to commit ſome Robberies on the Tun- 
bridge Road, and I was taken a little beyond Seven 
Oaks in Kent, on the Road, by ſeveral People, and 
the next Day I told Mr. Curtis ſome few Circum- 
ſtances of it. 

William Philips. I live at the Globe in Pall- 
Mall. I knew Darwell and the Priſoner from 
Children, at Hampton town, who were acquainted 
like Brothers; but I don't know that i have ſcen 
them together theſe ten Years, 
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Henry Harvey. I was once a Dragoon, and am 
acquainted with Darwell. I ſaw him at the King's 
Head at Martin ſome Time in March, 1757, on 
a Forenoon, where was a Man with him ; but 
whether the Priſoner is the Perſon I don” thnow. 
They had both Whips in their Hands, but I did 
not ſce them go away, ſo can ſay nothing of the 
6 | 

William Bailey. ] keep the King's Head at Mar- 
tin. 1 know Henry Harvey, and | know he was in 
Company with two Men, about the latter End of 
March, on a Forenoon. The two Men lay at my 
Houle the Night before, and, I believe, both m 
one Bed; but 1 cannot ſay I recollect the Men; 
I can ſay nothing of the Priſoner. I was at Home 
when they came in on Horſeback; it was after 
Dark. I did not fee their Horſes, nor ſee them 
£9 away, 

9. Do you remember a very fat Man being at 
your Houſe, at the Time the two Men were there 
with Harvey. 

Bailey. There was a Blackſmith, a very fat 
Man, at our Town at that Time, but I don't re- 
member his being there then. 

William Marſden. Darwell was in Maidſtone: 
Gaol. I was with Mr. Fielding at Chelmsford, at 
the laſt Aſſizes. While we were attending the 
Trial of a Man for Robbing the Mail, there came 
a Letter, giving an Account of a Robbery com- 
mitted. After that I heard Darwell was in Maid- 
ſtone Gaol, where I went to fee him, and take his 
Information, conceruing what Houſes Page uſed 
on the Road ; who gave me an Account of many. 
Mr. Barnes took Page about a Fortnight after this, 
at the Golden Lion, by Croſvenor- Spuare Gate. 
There were three Piſtols loaded about him, two 
Horle Piitols and a Pocket one, We lound alſo a 
7 | Wig, 
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Wig, a Cockade, a Powder Horn full of Powder, 
and about half a dozen Balls. (Note, Page wore 
His own Hair.) We took a Book from him after 
we brought him to Mr. Fielding, in which is an 
Account of all the bye Roads. He faid very little 
before Juſtice Fielding. (The Piſtols produced in 

Court.) 

Priſoner's Defence. 

In Regard to the Charge that Darell has given 
againſt me, I really know nothing of it. I never 
had any Connection with him in any fuch Circum- 
ſtances, I own I knew him when | was a Boy at 
School, and had fome Correſpondence with him 
ſome Years ago; but ſince that I know nothing of 
him, and why he ſhould place this Matter to my 
Account, I don't know, He has had Acceſs to 
my Lodgings, and has had a long Connection with 
Mr. Fielding from his own Teſtimony, He 1s 
every Thing that is bad and infamous, in Declaring 
himſelf a Highwayman. He would have given 
Teſtimony againſt any Perſon that he ſhould hap- 
pen to fix upon, to fave his own Life. He glories 
in his Wickedneſs. I am much confuſed at this 
Time, and can't ſpeak fo freely as I would. Under 
theſe Circumſtances I ſubmit it to the Gentlemen 
to conſider of it. 

Acquitted ; but ordered to be detained 25 other 
Felonies. 

Upon one of thoſe Detainers on which the 
Court ordered him ſtill to be confined in Newgate, 
he was ſoon afterwards carried down to Hertford, 
to take his Trial there for a Robbery committed 
in that County. 

Being called to the Bar, he was arraigned and 
indicted for ſtopping Earl F—rs on the Road, and 

robbing him of two loaded Piſtols and Money. 

Ihe Piſtols being produced in Court, his Lord- 

ſhip ſwore that thoſe were the Piſtols he had been 
E 2 robbed 
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robbed of on the Day laid in the Indictment $ but 
could not {wear to the Perſons who had robbed 
him, they being then diſguiſed with Crapes over 
their Faces. | 

His Lordſhip's Steward, who was then in the 
Chaiſe, depoled that his Lordſhip was robbed at 
the Time above ſpecified, by two Perſons with 
Crapes over their Faces ; and likewiſe gave an Ac- 
count of the Manner in which the e was 
committed. 

His Accomplice hkewiſe depoſed, that Page 
and himſelf committed that Robbery. 

The Landlord of the Inn, at whoſe Houſe, 
about two or three Nights before, they had lain, 
depoſed, that they lay at his Houſe, but could 
ſay nothing more. 

Two Perſons from Sevenoaks in Kent, likewiſe 
appeared in Court, and produced a Piſtol which 
Page's Accomplice had thrown way, when he ap- 


prehended he ſhould be taken on a Suſpicion that 


he was concerned with the Perſon who had made 
his Eſcape ; which Piſtol tallied exactly with one of 
thoſe which was taken from Page when he was ap- 
prehended at Groveſnor-Square Gate. 

One of the Perſons who took Page, produced 
and ſwore to the other odd Piſtol, which was the 
Fellow to that which his Accomplice had thrown 
away, as depoſed by the two laſt Witneſſes above. 

The Landlord of the Inn at Kitt's-Eud, being 
called, depoſed, that Page and his Companion 
dined at his Houſe on the Sunday before the ſaid 
Robbery was committed; as did allo the Hoſtler 
of the ſame Inn, and two Gentlemen who dined 
with them at the ſame Ordinary. 

But r.one of theſe Witneſſes coming up to a 
direct Proof of the Fact, except his Accomplice, 


the Jury found him Net Guilty. 


But 
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But though Fortune had hitherto been very kind 
to him, even beyond his Expectations, yet ſhe 
could not forbear giving him a Proof of her uſual 
Fickleneſs at laſt, as we ſhall ſee preſently. 

From Hertford he was conveyed to Rocheſter, 
to take his Trial at the enſuing A ſſizes to be held 
there for the County of Kent, in March laſt. 

William Page was there arraigned and indicted” 
for robbing Captain Farrizg ton (ſince dead) on the 
Highway, and taking from him a Gold Watch and 
Twenty- ſeven Guineas in Money, near Blackheath, 
ſome Time in February in the Year 17579. We 
have before given an Account of the Manner of 
this Robbery, and therefore ſhail not repeat it here. 

The chief Evidence againit him, was, a Wo- 
man, who was a Relation to a Pawnbroker in 
London, who depoſed, that the Watch produced 
in Court, was that which Page brought and pledg'd 
with her for a Sum of Money, which ſhe lent him 
upon it. She likewiſe ſwore to the Identity of his 
Perſon, alſo to his Dreſs, and that he then had a 
Sword by his Side. 

One of the Men who took him in Londen, like- 
wile ſwore to his Perſon. | 

The Fact being plainly proved againſt him, the 
Jury without any Difficulty, brought him in Guilty. 

For this Robbery Mr. Douglas was taken up, 
proſecuted, and tried at the next Aſſizes in March, 
which was held for that County in 1737. The 
Proſecutor was one Hawkſly, who was Captain 
Farrington's Poſtillion at the Time he was robbed, 
who carried on the Proſecution with all the Viru- 
lence and Bitterneſs imaginable; and it was very 
happy for Mr. Douglas, who was really innocent, 
that he had ſufficient Proof of his being in another 
Place at that I ime, as hath been before intimated, 

There 
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There was another Bill found by the Grand Jury 
againſt Page at the Aſſizes at Rocheſter ; for rob- 
bing a Gentleman's Servant of 1 J. 65s. as before 
related, but being already capitally convicted 
on that above- mentioned, he was not tried upon 
this. 

At the fame Time, John Birt, a Soldier, was 
tried for breaking open the Houſe of Milliam Ba- 
con, in Rocheſter. The Fact being evidently 
proved, he likewiſe received Sentence of Death, 
together with Page, and was executed along with 
him. 

After Sentence was paſt, they were conveyed 
back to Priſon. Page began now feriouſly to con- 
ſider his preſent unhappy Situation. He preſently 
judged that his Race was almoſt run; and was 
caſily convinced that his Crimes were too numerous 
and notorious to expect any Relaxation of his Sen- 
tence. 

He was well aſſured in his own Mind, that tho? 
he had been cleared at Rocheſter, yet that he ſhould 
have been turned over from one County to another, 
and never have reſted till his Doom had been 
fixed ; and he well knew, that his Enemies were 
not only numerous but implacable, and wouid be 
glad to lay hold of the firſt Opportunity to ſhew 
their Indignation againſt him. As therefore his 
Caſe was "abſolutely deſperate, without the leaſt 
Glimpſe of Hope for his Comfort, he very ſedate- 
ly apply'd himſelf to prepare for his latter End. 
He conferred frequently with the Miniſter who 
came to viſit him, and received his pious Admoni- 
tions with that ſerious Attention as ſhewed a true 
Senſe of his preſent unhappy Condition. It is not for 
us to judge of his Sincerity ; however, Charity 
ſhould inſtruct us to think favourably of this laſt 
Action of his Life; eſpecially as he was deſirous 
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to receive, and did actually receive the Holy Sa- 


crament the Day beſore his Execution, at the 
Hands of the Miniſter who attended him, as a 
Seal and Confirmation of his full Perſuaſion and 
Belief of the Chriſtian Religion, and his entire Re- 
liance thereon for his future Happineſs. 

But perhaps it will be objected, that had he been 
a ſincere Penitent, he would have made a free and 
open Confeſſion of his Crimes, and thereby have 
made ſome Satisfaction, at leaſt all in his Power, 
to thoſe he had injur'd. 

To this it may be anſwer'd, that tho' Con- 
feſſion is generally deem'd, and perhaps is an in- 
diſpenſable Condition of Forgiveneſs, yet he might 
think, as many other good Chriſtians do, that his 
Confeſſion to Man was of no Avail, and that if he 


made it to God alone it was ſufficient, who alone 


can pardon, I ſay, theſe might be his Sentiments, 
(and who can affirm they were not?) and if they 
were, it is a very uncharitable Suppoſition, that he 
died harden'd and impenitent. Let us therefore 
leave his future Condition to his Maker and Su- 


preme Judge, who will undoubcedly paſs the moſt 


equitable Sentence upon him. We come now 
therefore to exhibit the laſt Scene of his Life. 

On Thurſdar, April 6, he and Birt the Sol- 
dier were brought out for Execution on Pennenden- 
[Teath near Maid Ine. 


At the Time when the Clergyman edrminifter'd 


the Sacrament to him, he im ecrogated him, on 


this ſolemn Occaſion, as to the Aifiult made on 
Hawlfly in Leigb Lane, foon aſter the above Rob- 
bery ; he ſolemnly declared, as he was abeut to 
anſwer to God, that he believed ro ſuch Event 
ever happen! d. 

It is likewiſe certain, that he abſolutely reſuſed 
to confeſs any one Cucumſtance relating to hl Rob— 
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beries he had committed, but acknowledged, that 
nothing affected him more ſenſibly than the mani- 
feſt Hardſhips Mr. Douglas had ſuſtained on Ac- 
count of the ſaid Robbery and Aſſault ; and there- 
fore, left it ſhould be thought neceſſary for a fur- 
ther Vindication of that Gentleman's Character, he 
gave a Paper wrote by himſelt, and atteſted by the 
Clergyman who atterded him, to be deliver'd to 
Mr. Gregory, Under-Sheriff of Kent, which con- 
tained more than he once thought ever to have diſ- 
cover'd; but, for the above Reaſons, he thought 
himſelf indiſpenſably obliged to ſay ſomething on 
this Subject; it was nearly to the following Pur- 

oſe: That Mr. Douglas was entirely innocent of 
« the Affair relative to Mr. Farrington,? He alto 
declared before God, That, he believed no ſuch 
« Circumſtances ever happen'd, for which Mr. 
Douglas was tried, in regard to firing at Hawkfly 
on the 23d of February, and on that Account he 
thought the ſaid Huwkfly, &c. &c.* 

He made his laſt Exit on the fatal Tree with 
great Reſolution. and Firmneſs; no Dejection or 
Terror appear*d in his Countenance ; and his Be- 
haviour was decent, and becoming the Solemnity 
of the Occaſion, 

As to the particular Circumſtances that attended. 
his Execution, we have them related in the fol- 
lowing humorous Paragraph in one of the News- 
Papers. | 
Page, the Gentleman Highwayman, who was 
executed laſt Thurſday on Pennenden-Heath, was 
thirty-three Years of Age the Tueſdey before his 
Execution. He was formerly upon Trial with a 
Printer of Eminence in this City; but being a ſmart 
Fellow and of an aſpiring Genius, he looked upon 
that Employment as too mean for one of his Spirit; 
aud was fo infatuated with the Notion of his being a 
| _ Gentleman, 
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Gentleman, that he carried the Quixotiſm of Gen- 
tility to the Gallows, Having fee'd the Execu- 
tioner to grant him all the Marks of Honour the 
Gallows can afford, he therefore was indulged with 
giving a Signal, which was, the dropping of a 
Cambrick Handkerchief; and has eſtabliſhed a 
\ Precedent for treating Gentlemen with Decency; 
for inſtead of being cut down as your common 
Horſe and Sheep-Stealers are, Jack was at as much 
Pains in looſing the Knot that deprived the World 
of this great Man, as if he had been his own Bro- 
ther. —_How he filled the intermediate Space of 
Time, the Reader has already ſeen, and let it ſuf- 
fice Poſterity to know, that his firit Breath was 
drawn at Hampton, and his laſt at Maidſtone. 

As Page had always acted with great Bravery 
and Generoſity, conſidering him as a Highway- 
man, and always avoided as much as poſlible the 
Spilling of Blood, a ſtrong Report prevail'd in 
London, that at the Interceſſion of ſome Noble- 
man, a Reſpite had been ſent down to ſtop his 
Execution for ten Days. Nay, ſo ſtrongly had 
this Notion poſſeſs'd the Minds of the People, that 
no Credit was given to thoſe wha affirmed they 
actually ſaw him hanged, and great Odds were 
Jaid, that he neither was nor ever would be exe- 
cuted for the Crime he was condemn'd at Ro- 
cheſter ; and it was two or three Days before People 
would be convinced of their Error. 

One Inſtance indeed of this Kind I myſelf re- 
member, which happen'd upwards of thirty Years 
ago, This was Harris, the famous Highway- 
man, who robb'd on the Black Mare. He com- 
mitted a Robbery in the Morning in Surry, on a 
Gentleman who knew him perfectly well, and 
therefore Harris rode for it with that Speed, truſt- 
ing to the Goodneſs of his Mare, that in the Even- 
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ing about Sun-ſet, he appear'd on the Bowling- 
Green at York, and pulling out his Watch, ſhew'd 
it to the Gentlemen preſent. But notwithſtanding 
this prodigious Performance, as the riding 150 
Miles in one Day, fo poſitive was the Evidence 
againſt him, that he was convicted upon it. The 
old Duke of Richmond, as I remember, was ſo 


charm'd with the Vaſtnels of the Performance and 


the Bravery of the Man, that he interceded for his 
Life, and obtain'd it, on Condition that Harris 
would give him his Word and Honour, that he 
would never be guilty of the like Offence again. 
Harris gave him his Faith that he would not, and 
was as good as his Word; and immediately ſet up 
a Fencing School, and afterwards married a Wo- 
man of Fortune at Steyning, in Suſſex, where he 
hved in Reputation till his Death. But to return 


to Page. 


He was actually executed on Thurſday the 6th 
of April, at Pennenden-Heath, about twenty-five 
Minutes after One o'Clock, and behaved in the 
Manner above related. 

As the following Letters, which he wrote to his 
Wife and Mother, the Morning of his Execution, 
diſcovers his real Sentiments, and the true Temper 
of his Mind at the near Approach of Death, I 
ſhall give them the Reader without any Comment, 


and 10 conclude this Narrative. 


My DE AR, 
I Am now going to remove from the Stage of 
I this World, and in a few Hours I ſhall be 
« depriv*d of Life, and you of a Husband, Tis 


true, you will have no great Occaſion to mourn 


for one, who, ever ſince our Marriage, has been 
* a conſtant Terror and a Plague to you. But it 
4 is BOW £00 late to talk of what is paſt, neither 

does 
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does it avail to tell you, how much TI wiſh that 


my Behaviour to ſo good a Wife had been more 
agreeable to that Affection and Tenderneſs which 
you always expreſſed to the worſt of Husbands. 
I am now too fatally convinced of the Weight of 
your Arguments, by which you endeavour'd to 
reclaim me from thoſe pernicious Courſes, which 
you truely prophecied would in the End prove 
my Ruin. Your Reaſons were powerful, but 
the Habits of Vice were tco ſtrongly rooted in 
me to ſuffer your kind and ſalutary Admonitions 
to produce the defired Effect; and I had too 
good an Opinion of my own Abilities to be con- 
troul'd by what I thought the weak Realonings 
of a fond Woman. But I now rue my Obiti— 
nacy, that would not permit me to hearken to 


your wholeſome Advice. 


* The near Approach of Death has given me a 
quite different View of Things from what I ever 
had before. The Actions of my paſt Life are 
now preſented before me in all the Horrors of the 
moſt atrocious Guilt ; and Conſcience, which, 
tor many Years I have endeavour'd to ſtifle, and 
keep under Reſtraint, now reigns Precdominant, 
and like a ſevere Judge, calls me to a ſtrict Ac- 
count for all my paſt enormous Offences ; ana 
ſuch is the Strength of the Evidence it brings 


againſt me, that I can neither baffle or refute it. 
Judge then of the dreadful Conflict in my Soul, 


* hich muſt preſently be brought before another 


Tribunal, where I muſt receive my final Sen- 


tence according to the Teitimony which my 
own wounded and abuſed Conlctence will give 
againſt me, unleſs God of his infinite Mercy ſhall 
pltaſe to mitigate the Sentence: This is enough 
to ſtagger and confound the moſt harden'd and 
abandon'd Wretch, tho* he has all his Lite long 
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ſet at Defiance the Laws both of God and Man. 
I ſhall indeed endeavour to maintain the Cha- 
racter of Bravery which I have hitherto been famed 
for, and aſſume a Firmneſs in Appearance, which 
my Heart, God knows, 1s a Stranger to; and, 
with the Compoſure of a Man who has ſpent his 
whole Life in Acts of Virtue and doing good to 
his Fellow Creatures, ſhall paſs the dreadful 
Gulph, and die with as much Intrepidity and 
Unconcern as my collected Spirits will enable me 
to ſupport ; and however I have liv'd, I will at 
leaſt die hike a Gentleman. 

My laſt and dying Requeſt to you is, to take 


Care of our poor Children, and to give them ſuch 


an Education as may enable them to live by their 
honeſt Induſtry. Baniſh from their tender Minds 
all Notions of Gentility and the Affectation of 
arpearing in a Rank of Life to which they have 
no Pretenſions, the fatal Rock on which their 
unhappy Father unfortunately ſplit. I am ſure 
my Mother, who is a good Woman, will afford 
you all the Aſſiſtance in her Power; and I doubt 


not but you will find Friends, when I am no 


more, who will be ready to give you every Help 

you may ſtand in need of. So wiſhing you all 

that Happineſs which you never found in Society 

with me, I muſt bid you a long, and everlaſting 

Farewel, and remain while I have Breath, 
Your affeficnate, 


April 6, The moſt unfortunate Husband, 


c 
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1738. WILLIAM PAGE. 


HoxouREP MoTHER, 


I is with the utmoſt Shame and Confuſion 
that I preſume to ſend you theſe few Lines. 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the Diſtreſs I feel in 
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my Soul, when I reflect on your Tenderneſs and 
my own Diſobedience, and the wicked and pro- 
fligate Life I have led almoſt from my Infancy. 
I now ſee (but alas! too late) the Juſtneſs of 
your Reproofs, and the Wiſdom of your Ex- 
hortations, and my own Hard-heartedneſs in 
turning a deaf Ear to all your kind Admonitions. 

The View of approaching Death exhibus a Scene 
which never enter' d my Imagination before. I 
I am now convinced that Parents have an Au- 
thority over their Children, which on no Con- 
ſideration whatever ought to be infringed ; God 


temns and defies it, muſt be a Reprobate to all 
Senſe of Goodneſs, and make both Heaven and 
Earth his Enemies. O had I given Way to 
ſuch Conſiderations. as theſe before 1 had aban- 
doned myſelf to thoſe Courſes which have brought 
on me this terrible Diſaſter, I had been happy, 
you have rejoic'd in a Son who might have been 
the Staff of Comfort of your Age, and my Coun- 


properly applied. Inſtead of which, IJ now fee 
myſelf the Cauſe of unutterable Sorrow to the beſt 
of Mothers, the Indignation and Contempt of all 
good Men, the Plague and Peſt of my Country, 
and a Burden to myſelf. 

© Theſe Reflections make me with to die, and 
yet the near Proſpect of Death ſtrikes Daggers 
thro* my Soul. Death indeed, of- itſelf, is no- 
thing but the eternal Hereafter that follows, 
aſtoniſhes me beyond Meaſure. What! have I 
ſo long eſcap'd the Juſtice of my Country, brav'd 
the Laws, and ſet both God and Man at De- 
fiance, to be at laſt brought before a Judge, who 
not only intimately knows all the Wickedneſs 
* of my Heart and Hands, but who has Power 


and 
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and Nature require it of us, and whoever con- 


try have reaped ſome Benefit from my Talents 
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© and Will to puniſh me to the utmoſt of De- 


Ls 
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merits. 

O Why was I not content with that inferior 
Station in Life which Providence at firſt ſeem'd 
to have allotted me ? But my Ambition to ap- 
pear in a higher Rank of Life than my Family 
and Circumſtances could afford to ſupport me in 
undone me. I wanted to be a Gentleman, and 
rather than not be one, car'd not what Enormi- 
ties I was guilty of. A wretched Inducement 
indeed to plunder Men of their Properties, and 
put them in Fear and Danger of their Lives, 
merely to enable me to cut a Figure among Rakes, 
make a Flaſh at the Play-houſe or Gaming- 
Table, or ſquander my ill-got Pelf among the 


< lewdeſt and moſt abandon'd of the Female Sex. 
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* How many narrow Eſcapes had I for my Life 
w hen I robb*d on the Highway? When Jattack'd 
my old Maſter Capt. Jaſper, which was one of 
the firſt Robberies I committed, the Danger I 
was in from his Piſtols, which might have as 
ealily have ſtruck me as his Poſtillion, ſhould 
have warn'd me from going upon ſuch deſperate 
Enterprizes again. 

* The dangerous Wound I received in the At- 
tempt I made on the Lord Done, and the Pain 
I ſuffered in the Cure of it, ſhould have in- 
ſtructed me how little I ought to depend on my 
Courage or Proweſs for Satety in ſuch deſperate 
Encounters, and that the ſudden Diſcharge a 
Bullet might in a Moment put a full Stop to my 
Career in Wickedneſs, and without the leaſt 
Interval for a Prayer for Mercy, have hurried 


me into everlaſting Perdition. 
In my Engagement with the Supercargo on 


Shooter*s- Hill, it now ſeems to me little leſs than 
a Miracle tnat I eſcaped with my Life, conſider- 


ing 
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ing the many Diſcharges that were given on both 
Sides. Yet, ſuch was my invincible Obſtinancy 


in purſuing theſe villainous Courſes, that nothing 


could deter me from them; but! Rl proceeded 
from one Villainy to another, without once re- 
flecting on the Irjuſtice I was doing to the Per- 
ſons and Properties of my Fellow - Subjects. 
Few Men, I believe, have riſqu'd their Lives 
ſo often as I have done, or have had ſuch narrow 
Eſcapes as I have experienced ; and yet nothing 
could bring me to Repentance till now that I ſee 
Death inevitable. How hard has been my 
Heart. How ſeared my Conſcience, that fo 
many Warnings as I have had from Heaven, ſo 
many affectionate and tender Admonitions from 
the beſt of Mothers, and the beſt of Wives, 
could make no Impreſſion upon me. 

But what adds to my Affliction, and rends 
my Heart to Pieces when I conſider of it, is, 
that I ſhould lay ſuch a Load of Sorrows upon 


* your aged Head, and bring Ignominy and Dil- 


grace upon a Family which always lived in Re- 


putation, and with a fair and honeſt Character 
among their Neighbours, 

gut it would ſtill add to my Grief, ſhould the 
World be fo ill-natured as to reflect upon you, 
for a Misfortune, which ought to be charged 


only to my Account; *tis I alone that have de- 
ſerved it; and as 1 only am the Criminal, it 


would be unjuſt to wound another through my 
Sides. 

I heartily bleſs God, for the ſhort Space of a 
ow Days that he has given me to make my 


2eace with him, | hope | have made good 
; | 6 Uſe 
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Uſe of this unmerited Indulgence. My laſt and 
* moſt earneſt Prayer, is, that you may be happy 
© both in this World and the next, 


Tam, I wiſh I could ſay your dutiful, 
Your moſt unfortunate Son, 
WILLIAM PAGE. 


N. B. This is not ihe . advertiſed 
March 29. 
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WHEREAS in the Public Advertiſer of the 
29th of March, was inſerted an Advertiſement as 
follows: Very ſoon will be publiſhed, The Life 
© and Adventures of William Page, otherwiſe Gage, 
* otherwiſe Williams, now under Sentence of 
© Death, at Rocheſter, for robbing on the High- 
2 way; containing many remarkable Facts; the 
greateſt Part taken from his own Mouth.“ Now, 
in Juſtification to myſelf, and to prevent the Public 
being impoſed upon in relation to the ſaid Adver- 
tiſement, and, as I hope to appear before the Tri- 
bunal of the Almighty God, I declare on the 
Word of a dying Man, that What is related in the 
ſaid Advertiſement is entirely falſe; I not having 
communicated with any Perſon upon that Subject: 
And I folemnly declare before God and the Rev. 
Mr. Baſſet, now adminiſtering the Sacrament to 
me, as witneſs my Hand the Sth.of Abril, 1758. 
R. Baſſet, Miniſter, ; 
John Stephens, Keeper, WILLIAM Pac | 
, Maidſtone Gaol. | 
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